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Biodiversity or not Biodiversity 

that is the question. 
Bio what? I hear you ask, Is it a new brand of washing powder or a dance group man-

aged by Ashleigh Banjo? Well it’s neither of these. 

 Most people have no idea what this important topic is in a recent survey carried 

out by our research team only 3% of a hundred people surveyed could define biodi-

versity. In simple terms biodiversity means the study of different forms of life within a 

specific area. 

Earth as a machine. 

Think of  the world as a complex machine, everything plays a part in keeping the planet 

running smoothly, each part within the machine is related but if  the parts disappear the 

machine that is the earth cannot function properly.  For example, crops need nitrogen in 

order to grow.  Earth worms decompose vegetation from the bacteria within the soil and 

produce nitrogen as waste.  So if  species of  bacteria were killed off, nitrogen would not 

be produced and therefore crops would not grow properly.  

Impact on our lives 

There are several reasons why not letting species become ex-

tinct is important. Many plants and animals are of  direct 

value to humans.  Many medicines are derived from natural 

plants. In the UK, aspirin is made from the bark of  willow 

trees. 

 The regulation of  our atmosphere depends on the oxygen produced by trees. The 

loss of  species make eco systems less resilient and less productive. Humans enjoy nature 

and the country side and can feel connected to nature, inspired by its intrinsic beauty. 

Many people enjoy fishing, hiking and backpacking, these activities could be put in jeop-

ardy if  we do not protect our wildlife and world. 

It won’t affect me why should I care? 

Many people can feel overwhelmed by why the question of  “why is biodiversity impor-

tant?” To help us understand why we should care, we need to bring the question into fo-

cus. Sometimes we only value things we are about to lose like our lives for example, if  a 

friend moves away or a loss of  a family member. While species are about to deport from 

our lives, the question is how important is there fate to us and why. 



Closer to home. 

Wales is rightly proud of  its abundance of  wildlife, such as 

the Peonie Snowdon Lily- yet biodiversity has been reduced 

by human activity in the Welsh countryside. 

 In the twentieth century acres of  native woodland of  

oak and birch trees have been felled and converted to conifer 

plantations.  

 Flower rich meadows that teemed with butterflies 

have disappeared giving way to new housing estates. The impact on many species has 

been catastrophic and five butterfly species have died out in the last century. The 

brown hare, water vole and lapwing have declined enormously in numbers down to the 

destruction and removal of  natural habitats. 

 Biodiversity is further threatened by invasive non-native species, for example, 

the rhododendron prevents sapling trees from growing.  Without young trees, wood-

land, one of  the richest wildlife habitats, cannot survive. In Wales, 175 species have 

been listed as a priority and 35 habitats have action plans put in place by the local   

authority.   

 We interviewed Claire Pooley and ecologist employed by Blaenau Gwent coun-

cil. Miss Pooley is part of  the country side team whose job it is to monitor council    

development projects. Part of  Miss Pooley’s job is to assess the impact that new build-

ings, road ways and other developments will have on the ecology in Blaenau Gwent.  

 She has to check for highly protected species including bats and the Great 

Crested Newt. Miss Pooley stated, “ Every local authority must implement a           

biodiversity action plan to protect endangered species and habitats.” When asked why 

biodiversity is so important in Blaenau Gwent, Miss Pooley explained, “ Our environ-

ment provides us with so much that we take for granted. It is important that we enjoy 

nature while living more sustainably.”  

Zoom in to Ebbw Vale 

Now we understand how important Biodiversity is we must think 

about our home town and ask ourselves what are we doing to help 

Biodiversity? 

 Veronica Brannovic, the manager of  The Environmental    

resource centre in Ebbw Vale, recently visited Glyncoed Compre-

hensive School and explained that we can help biodiversity by    

simply putting litter into the bin. Small animals can become 

trapped in plastic bags and left over food can give birds digestion 

problems. Veronica advised us to leave longer patches of  grass in our gardens. This will 

promote the wild flower and in turn the growth encourage of  insects and birds. Instead 

of  destroying nettles, leave a small patch in the corner of  your garden.  

Impact on our lives. 

There are several reasons why not letting species go extinct is important. Many plants 

and animals are of  direct value to humans, many medicines are derived from natural 

plants. In the UK aspirin is made from the balk of  a willow tree, the regulation of  our 

atmosphere depends on the oxygen produced by trees. The last of  the species makes 

eco systems less resilient and less productive; humans enjoy nature and the country 

sideband can feel connected to nature inspired by its intrinsic beauty. Many people en-

joy fishing, hiking and backpacking, these activities could be put in jeopardy if  we do 

not protect our wildlife and world. 



 Did you know that around forty species of  insects feed from 

nettle, and three different types of  butterfly, lay their eggs on 

leaves. Veronica stated, “Don’t be to concerned with having a 

neat and tidy garden. Have a small area that allows wild 

flowers grow and you will be helping biodiversity.”  

 In conclusion we could all play a part in encouraging 

biodiversity. The time has come for us to make up our minds 

and act now. Our generation must think about the genera-

tions that will follow. What an absolute crime it would be if  

some species of  insects, plant and animal, were simply pictures in books. We will leave 

you with a thought, from Bronwen Davies, Climate change champion of  Eco Schools. 

“Our planet is like a fragile web, where the species are interconnected we must under-

stand that every member is essential in order to keep this web in balance.” 


