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As the online game “ Happy Farm ”  is gaining in 

popularity , a real “happy farm”,recently, has been 

cultivated  by an environmental association in Chongqing 

Baxian Middle School, making it possible for the students 

to enjoy the fun of farming to their hearts content. 

According to the initiator of the “happy farm”---Bian 

Baiyun, the leading teacher of the biology subject in Baxian 

Middle School, “The farm is located on the vacant lot 

between two dormitory buildings, covering about 100 square 

meters. In the centre of the lot, there was a septic tank 

covered by the mellow soil of 30 centimeters or so, overgrown 

with weeds. Through the students’hard work, the field has 

been divided into two plots for planting, one for annuals, 

such as corns and onions; the other perennials, like 

mulberries, each planted in its alloted space. Beans and 

melons are planted alternately and some flowers are grown 



there as well. There used to be such trees as Qianceng 

cypress and rubber trees around the septic tank. Taking the 

advantage of the humid environment, the students grow some 

shade-enduring plants under the trees. As season changes, 

the variety of plants will be found accordingly. 

 

Though all the fertilizers of the “happy farm” come 

from the canteen leftovers, we reap real organic crops, 

which  have wide applications. Peas, for example, can be 

used for experiments and help the students gain a more vivid 

understanding of the gene splitting laws and free 

combination rules, etc. Mulberry leaves can be used for 

feeding silk worms. When students have to do biological 

experiments like observing the structure of the cell, the 

flow of chloroplast or identifying protein and fat, the raw 



materials needed can be provided by the crops grown in the 

“happy farm”.  

It is said that not only students but some young teachers 

are rather ignorant of farming. They know neither the 

growing process of grains and vegetables, nor their living 

environment. 

 

 According to a survey, three reasons accounting for the 

students’ignorance of farming. First of all, two thirds of 

the 6,000 students in our school come from urban area. Their 

only access to the knowledge on crops is from their few 

visits to agricultural ecological gardens or the temporary 

stay in the countryside during holidays. Therefore, they 

rarely have any chances to participate in agricultural labor. 

Secondly, with the further development of urbanization, 

vast arable land has become industrial zones; farmers become 



migrant workers and their children, who come to cities with 

their migrant working parents, lose what used to be deep 

impression of agriculture. Thirdly, middle school students 

are under great pressure from study. Most of them have no 

awareness of the importance of agriculture due to some 

biased opinions on farming. 

 

After close contacts with crops in the “happy farm”, 

the students may acquire a direct understanding of crops’ 

characteristics and living processes, which has enriched 

their extracurricular activities. 

Nowadays, the “happy farm” is not only a paradise that 

allows students to experience pleasure in labor, but also 

a fertile land that nourishes their minds. 


