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Informal market 
threats people’s health 

 
 
Scientific and laboratory results established links 
between pollution and many serious diseases such as 
cancer, kidney failure, hepatitis, respiratory apparatus, 
digestive  apparatus, skin and other parts of the body. 
When informal markets, source of pollution, spread 
every where while we live in the 21st Century, do we 
still remember the wisdom we learnt in the primary 
school: “safe health in safer environment”? Who takes 
advantage of such situation? Should people’s health as 
associated to the environment remain in the hands of 
ignorant groups or gangs of opportunists? Or is public 
health a legitimate right of the citizen and its protection 
is an obligation? 
 
 

Contribution of the Environment Club of Ibn Sina School 
 
 

 
 
Souk Jamäat Lkhir: Origin and location       
 “Souk Lkhir”, an informal market located in the territory of Guiliz District, extends on a 
surface area of 2000 m². It was created to replace the former informal market “Diour 
Lmassakin Souk” in which goods were displayed on the pavement in front of the doors. Some 

of the houses became warehouses for different goods and changed the 
area into a dirty place for remnants of fish, poultry, vegetables…, a 
source of unrest for the inhabitants. 
The peddlers constituted “Lkhir Association” and asked the Town 
Council to offer them a space where to sell their products. They were 
given an area of land surrounded with a wall, formerly used as a market 
of second hand motorcycles and bicycles. This is how an informal 
market was born, with a new location but old specifications, called 
“Souk Jomâat Lkhir”. 
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Is this souk an real solution or an attempt to hide the truth? 
            
This new-old souk created all kinds of environmental pollution. Meat and fish are displayed in 
an unhealthy conditions in a place that lacks electric power, potable water, sewerage and the 
necessary equipment. The market’s dump becomes the source of epidemics by excellence due 
to quantities of rubbish left on the area in the arid and dry climate of the city. The street 
alongside the souk is crowded with all kinds of vehicles while the pavement turned into a 
parking for cars including the bus station which makes the bus driver stop in the middle of the 
road. The bicycles guard in his turn took a part of the street to conduct his activity. This 
situation created traffic congestion even for the pedestrians. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Chicken pluck water and blood spattering meat and sausage 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Souk Lkhir a marketplace for contamination and daily bread 
The market includes many peddlers and craftsmen. Some of them display their products in 
sheds and many on the ground. The statistics made by the Environmental Education Team 
show the following results: 
 
 
Craft Number 
Poultry merchants 09 
Butchers 10 
Fish merchants 23 
Greengrocers and fruiterers 91 
Grocers 06 
Egg merchants 02 
Herbalists  07 
Kitchen utensils repairers  04 
Second hand cloths merchants 58 
Kitchen utensils merchants 17 
New and second hand bags merchants 07 
Cosmetics and jewellery merchants 20 
New and second hand shoes merchants 22 
Barbers 01 
Dressmakers 02 
TOTAL 279 

 
Distribution and number of merchants in Souk Lkhir according to statistics 

of the Environmental Education Team on 20 March 2011 
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The statistics show that the market includes 279 merchants, in addition to peddlers of bread, 
vegetables, fruits and compact discs selling their products on carts and handcarts in the 
neighbouring area of the souk. 
 
A witness from the scene 
Testimonies collected by the Team from the inhabitants of the area neighbouring the souk 
raised the problems caused by this informal market: 

- “My daughter suffers from asthma because if the souk. I have made many complaints 
but failed.” 

- “The officials should come and see the bad odours we live in, coming especially from 
fish water that go down the drain in front of our homes.” 

- I bought meat and vegetables from the souk. After lunch, I felt nausea. I have been 
suffering from diarrhoea and vomiting for three days”. 

- I did see cockroaches on the vegetables”. 
 
 
The team also took a poll of the merchants who revealed many problems: 
“The market is so sluggish due to the peddlers. The customers prefer to buy from the peddlers 
outside the market for low prices. Some of the merchants were forced to sell their stands in 
the souk and went do their business on the street. 
 
    
Regarding the association, the merchants answered that “the objectives of the Association is 
now limited to resolving the disputes, calling the police to disperse the peddlers. But if you tip 
the guys 20 dirhams they let you alone. The Association claims supply of the stands with 
water and electricity, connection with sewerage network, supply the market with all the 
necessary facility like any other market in the City of Marrakech.” 
 
Position of the Town Council 
The Team was received by Mr. Hicham BELHOUTI, Head of Common Properties 
Department and discussed the different problems of the souk: 

- The problems are due to migration from the rural areas. The immigrants prefer to do 
this activity because it is similar to agriculture, their original work 

- Illiteracy is high among the merchants; 
- The town councillors are responsible for creating such markets in their election 

campaigns. 
- Restructuring such markets need significant amounts of money. 
- The wage of the tax collector who works daily in the souk is higher than the amount 

collected for the Town Council. 
- Increase of applicant merchants at every census or restructuring. 
- Every time there is a market restructuring there are new informal spots that emerge 

and there are some people who encourage such non authorized market places. 
- When the control authorities confiscate a quantity of meat unfit for consumption 

protesters go in mobs the town hall. 
- The local authorities are responsible for aggravation of the situation. 
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He concluded that the problem is complex and so difficult to be solved as many people made 
lots of money from such souks. Among the solutions, he suggested that any peddler who is 
offered an authorised stand must undertake not to return to previous practices and the 
authorities must assume their responsibility. 

 
 
      
Mr. Hicham BELHOUTI talking to 

      
Environmental Education Team 
 
 
 
 

 
Can we see the light in the end of the tunnel? 
The question is still there. When can the authorities make the people less prejudiced about the 
souk. When should the souk be the authorities’ active file? How many people will suffer from 
apparent and internal diseases due to this black spot? 
 
The Environmental Education Team calls upon the concerned authorities to assume their 
responsibilities because: “Safe health in safe environment” and “Living in a safe 
environment is one of the human rights”. 
 
We would like to express our gratitude to all those who contributed to achieving of this work. 
Special thanks go to Mr. Abdelhay Bodabka, Principal of the Ibn Sina Junior High School, 
Mr. Hicham Belhouti, Head of Common Properties Department, Mr. Abdelaziz Elmaâyfi who 
supervised two workshops on school reporters and some members of Souk Lkhir Association. 
 
Special go also to Mohammed VI Foundation for Environmental Protection who opens to the 
pupils opportunities to develop reporter skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


