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IN THE END NOT EVERYTHING IS BLACK.
IT IS ALSO GREEN!!!

If you search deeply inside us, you can always discover some ecological sensitivity.
This can be considered as an axaggeration but data and figures can prove it!

Traveling back in time to the middle of last September, our team of young
reporters was gathered together in the Home Economics’ Laboratory, wondering
what we have been doing until today. Different things were said and suddenly
somebody suggested “We should research the whole subject, we should compare
yesterday with today. Last year we researched the level of awareness and response
of our fellow-citizens in battery recycling.

The results were very disappointing! Was there any interest in our fellow-citizens
about the subject? None. Was there any ecological sensitivity? Some minimal traces
only.

Now? We would undertake the same project. We would research the same subject.
But this time we would compare the data.

We started reluctant but hopeful, as we also had played a significant and decisive
role in the briefing of public. So we started again: asking, filling in questionnaires,
processing data.

Our first graph surprised us. Was it possible? Was this analysis representing
reality? 86% of the respondents had answered they were aware that batteries
could be recycled, compared to 60% the year before. Not only that. A year before
a vast majority, 68%, declared that they hadn't seen battery recycling containers
anywhere. Now only 14% was declaring the same!

What actually made us particularly happy, however, was the fact that the research
of the previous year proved that 61% of the respondents ignored that dangerous
metals enter the food chain with tragic consequences to the human health. Now this
percentage was reduced to 47%. And what was the best outcome? 43% said that
they recycle their dead batteries!

The results of the research were also strengthened by the data given to us by the
Green Dot Cyprus. The 718 recycling containers they had been placed in the region
in 2009, had gone up to 1182 in 2010 and they are expected to rise by 1000
containers in 2011. The battery recycling has reached the 6,35 tons in 2009 and
25,00 tons in 2010!
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Figure 1 : Can batteries be
recycled?
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Figure 3 : What do you do with the
dead batteries ?
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Figure 2: In your opinion, what are the consequenses from
disposing batteries in the trash bins?
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The efforts of the authorities in charge to inform and sensitize citizens had
produced results and, also our research has proved that our team’s contribution has
been meaningful! With our articles, presentation, poster and advertising leaflet, we
had contributed to the citizens’ awareness that batteries, an important source of
energy, can be turned out into a source of death.

In the end, not everything is black- it is also GREEN! It’s only a matter of good will!
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