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Water Stake in Oujda 
 
There is no doubt that water constitutes a great 
stake for the oriental region, on account of 
scarce or absent water resources. Rain often 
becomes very rare. This leads to constant look 
for resources to meet the increasing demand. 
This will represent one of the great challenges 
for our region in implementing extended 
regionalism. 
 
The water resources of the eastern region in 
general and Oujda city in particular do not 
satisfy the needs of the population. This would 
impede the development track of the oriental 
region. There is no controversy that our region 
will have many constraints in this field as a 
result of social and human change, which 
happened to many oriental cities and towns.      
 
Amid these challenges and constraints, the 
major city in the oriental region, Oujda has 
problematical water problems, as a result of 
mismanagement and wastefulness, as well as 
lack of environmental education and absence of 
regulatory system of water use… In our report 
we will deal with a phenomenon which has not 
drawn the attention of the officials or the people, 
notwithstanding its serious impacts on the water 
table, namely the phenomena of abundance of 
car washing places. What are the negative 
impacts of this phenomenon? And what is the 
scale of its effect on the water table? 
 
Car Washing Stations or Slow Death of 
Water Table 
 
The students of Isly Junior high school, which is 
member in  Isly Club for environment and 
school setting, have previously won a national 
and an international award on the relationship 
between contraband gasoline and the 
environment pollution of the city.  Contraband 
gasoline whets the driving appetite of Oujdi 
people, who have bought more cars, with no 
concern for the environment. We can say that 
the increasing number of cars has impacts on the 
water table. How can that be? 
 
The city has in the latest years witnessed a 
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tremendous increase in the number of cars, 
which have strangely led to the multiplying of 
car washing stations. There is no quarter or 
street which does not have more than one car 
washing station. Each car washing station 
contains a well and a water pump, which 
directly draws water from the water table. There 
are about 300 car washing stations. This goes to 
say that there are more than 300 water wells, 
particularly if we know that some stations have 
more than one well. This looks likely to go on 
the increase. The number of cars is continuously 
increasing, as the haemorrhage of contraband 
gasoline has not been stopped. The city auto 
fleet has undergone a radical change with the 
purchase of new cars, which constantly need 
maintenance and washing to reflect the luxury 
look and the high class of their owners. 
However the question is at whose expense this 
is done? 
 
From our inspection of the car registration 
office, it became clear that the number of cars in 
the city exceeds MAD100000. In this 
connection, on a communication day with the 
media and the public, the head of the town 
council of Oujda declared that 80 cars per day 
were adding to the fleet of cars. If we consider 
that 80% of car drivers regularly go to car 
washing stations, the resulting number would 
exceed 80000 cars undergoing washing 
operation at least four times a month at the rate 
of once a week. According to an owner of a car 
washing place there are people, who regularly 
wash their cars twice a week. This increases the 
number of car washing to 8 days per month and 
more than 100 times per year.  
 
To understand the reality of this environmental 
problem and its serious dimensions, we divided 
up into three groups, a group went to Lazari 
Quarter, another to Oued Nachef and a third to 
the quarter of Toba waklouch, since most of  car 
washing places are located in these densely 
populated quarters, with great number of cars. 
We collected all the data and information in 
order to study and analyse this phenomenon and 
draw up an objective report on the impacts of 
car washing stations on the water table.  
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After the collection of all data and information, 
we noticed their convergence, since they have 
the same numbers and answers to the questions. 
With regard to the number of car washing 
places, we discovered that Lazari Quarter, 
makes an exception in view of its vastness. But 
that comes to no surprise for us, since this 
quarter is one of the greatest quarters at the 
national level. With respect to the number of 
cars, which weekly go to this car washing 
station, this number ranged between 150 and 
250 cars. This number may vary depending on 
occasions and weather conditions. Pressure on 
these stations is higher on week ends, namely 
Fridays and Saturdays. In this connection, a 
worker at one these stations told us: “There are 
days where we did not even have time to take 
lunch…, I daily wash more than 10 cars …” 
With regard to the quantity of water used (we 
use a great deal of water, particularly when the 
car is dirty, the average is 200 litres per car…). 
These numbers might look simple and with no 
impact on the water table, but upon making 
calculations, we were alarmed at the result and 
we wondered about the outcome of our city at a 
time where water is in short supply. With a 
simple calculating operation, we came to the 
weekly average of the water used by each 
station, namely 40000 litres. We made another 
calculating operation to know the quantity of 
water that is used weekly by all stations, which 
gave us the result of 12 Million litres per day. 
This is a staggering number which make us stop 
and reflect, particularly if we know that these 
places work 320 days yearly. This would lead to 
the wasting of 3 billion and 840 million litres of 
water. In face of this staggering number, we 
were appalled and all shouted (Our water future 
is in danger), we had to look for new ways to 
draw the opinion of the public and the officials, 
with a view of finding urgent means to reduce 
the scale of this environmental catastrophy, that 
would very soon expose the population of Oujda 
to sure dangers, particularly as we know that 
water is being directly exhausted from the water 
table.  
To express our concern, we have intensified 
contacts. We went to ONEP (National Board for 
Drinking Water). We met there the person in 
charge of education and schooling, who was 
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surprised by our topic, shared our view and told 
us that the redressing of the situation depends on 
the involvement of all people in raising 
awareness to the problem.  
 
As it was difficult to arrange a meeting with the 
President of the town council on account of his 
busyness, we arranged a meeting with a 
councillor. He told us that the town council can 
do nothing in this respect and he also has seen 
that awareness raising campaigns should be 
made to incite car users to seriously think about 
this matter. We continued our consultations to 
find an effective solution to the environment 
problem that threatens the city’s future. This 
time, we went to the print and electronic media. 
We met correspondents of national and local 
newspapers and informed them about this 
subject matter and its proportions. These 
correspondents have made an undertaking to 
publish this topic to draw the attention of the 
population to the dangers of car washing 
stations on the water table. Some forums of the 
electronic media have responded to our call. At 
that moment we felt that we have began the first 
step to save our city and its future and we 
decided to go on so as to redress the situation.  
 


