
Ffion Peregrine Davies (14) Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Llangynwyd 
Garin Lloyd (12) Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Llangynwyd 
 

 

Otters under the Bridge 

Otters in Bridgend County  

                                                                  
 

What do you know about otters? Not much, that they are cute, that they 

are native British wildlife? Well this is the article for you, as I’m here to 

tell you that otters are all around you. Research indicates that the otter 

has not only returned to the rivers of Bridgend but is positively thriving 

which is otter-ly  brilliant for the biodiversity and nature enthusiasts of 

this formerly industrial area. This article aims to inform you a little about 

your new, fluffy neighbours. 

 

 The otter is making a national return. The first national Otter surveys 

were carried out in the 1970s and found that 20% of sites surveyed in 

Wales were positive for Otters, but in recent surveys information shows 

that 71% of sites were positive in Wales. This staggering 51% increase is 

great news for the local borough.  It appears now that Otters are widely 

distributed in Bridgend County with activity recorded in the major rivers of 

Bridgend. 

Not only is there otter activity but there is also evidence of breeding. 

There have been two sites known for Otter breeding in the county one is 

the Ewenny riverbanks of Maesteg. Breeding is also potentially occurring 

on the Ogmore, Garw and Kenfig Rivers which is great news as that will 
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increase wildlife all over South Wales. There is also evidence that otters 

have been visiting Maesteg Welfare Park. 

During 1995, research showed that estimates of 600 otters were found in 

Wales. Dr. Daniel Forman, from Swansea University’s Department of 

Biosciences, said that by now there are an estimated 20-30 Otters living in 

the Bridgend borough.  

The reason there has been such an increase in the otter population is 

because of the difference in the waters’ hygiene. Since the Coal mines 

shut several years ago the cleanliness of the water has changed 

dramatically as there is no waste going into the Llynfi River which means 

that there is more wildlife being attracted to the rivers.  As well as the 

improvement in the water, over the past 30-40 years scientists and 

researchers have dedicated a lot of time to improving the habitats of 

these animals, spending millions in the process. 

Adult Otters range from 0.7 to 1.8 meters; this means that in order to 

survive they need a fairly substantial diet.  Otters travel up and down the 

rivers from coast to inland areas. Their diet consists of freshwater fish, 

marine fish and non-fish prey. Their non-fish prey includes amphibians, 

small mammals and invertebrates. One problem that occurs is the lack of 

appropriate food found in the local rivers. If the Otters fails to find food in 

the river, normally they would travel down to the sea to get their food. The 

Otter’s choice of seafood is trout, salmon or crabs. The ordinary otter 

consumes 25% of its body weight in food daily. 

In order for the Otters to mark their territory the Otters ‘spraint’, or in 

other words poo, on the stones which lie on the riverbank. While this 

might sound unclean it is one of the best indicators of otter populations 

and spreads useful proteins to inland areas. Otters live in riverbanks and 

also wooded areas near rivers which connect to the sea. 

In the wild Otters are known to live up to 4-5 years. To ensure that we 

encourage our new, useful neighbours to live here in our wilderness, we 

must keep the rivers clean and be careful not to litter as this can kill the 

innocent creatures.  

There are some threats to the otter population, other 

creatures compete for food and affect their habitat. 

One such creature is the mink. The American mink 
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travelled from the U.S and found a new home in the U.K during the 19th 

century. Mink were brought to the U.K in order for humans to use their fur 

as clothing, Some escaped and are now classed as an invasive species. 

Mink disturb the otters because they eat and hunt the same food and 

share the same habitat. Mink are known to drive otters out in certain 

areas. Many sources suggested that the mink could cause a lot of 

problems for the otter but according to Dr Forman ‘in reality it’s the other 

way round. Otters have been known to kill Mink and even eat them.’ 

The biggest threat facing our neighbourly otters is us humans. Otters and 

humans compete for the fish, housing developments threaten the 

riverbanks and woodlands and our pollution could affect the rivers if water 

quality is not carefully monitored. We affect the Otters by disturbing their 

habitat and also by littering in the rivers.   

  Great responsibility comes with the great news of the otters’ return. In 

order to maintain and to expand the otter population, a safe and clean 

environment must be sustained. In order for the Otters to live they must 

not live in our waste. One problem that occurs in every county is pollution!  

The new found discovery of Otters in the Bridgend County is increasing 

the biodiversity in the community.With the recent amount of numbers of 

wildlife in the community, hopefully, this will attract more wildlife from 

different ranges such as birds and land animals. This increase in wildlife 

can only be a positive thing for our county. As well as being 

environmentally important, the otter could benefit Bridgend by 

encouraging wildlife lovers to come and walk our many lovely country 

trails. If you already live here get out and enjoy nature, if you live 

somewhere else come and enjoy our rich habitat and clean rivers. Who 

knows, you might even feel like a pair of whiskers is watching you or at 

least spot some otter spraint. 

 

Written by Ffion Peregrine Davies 

Researched by Ffion Peregrine Davies, Garin Lloyd and Caitlin Jenkins. 

 


