
 

The impact of climate change upon the fruit sector in Voinesti area 
 

Considering that the climate change is one of the major challenges of our century, one of 
the biggest threats to environment and to the social and economical context as well, we decided to 
take as theme of our article "The impact of climate change upon the fruit sector" and we started a 
field investigation. 

For this purpose, we interviewed Mr. Petre Gheorghe, the director of Voineşti- Dambovita 
Fruit Growing Research Station, who told us that the beginning of this phenomenon of global 
temperature increase also occurs in Dambovita fruit basin, respectively Voinesti area.  

In 2010, at Voinesti Fruit Growing Research Station, the temperature has increased by 
one degree compared to the normal one and a half faster than the world average.  

In the last years, higher temperatures are correlated with a lack of rainfall, especially 
during intensive growth of shoots and fruits orchards of fruit trees, adversely affecting agricultural 
development in the Dambovita basin.  

Crops may be influenced positively by temperature increasing if rainfall is abundant. But 
global warming leads to lower rainfall and vegetation growth in trees, so it may need a plan for 
irrigation of crops, so that harvest will not be decreased.  

Considering that in the past 15 years, July-August period was deficient in rainfall, the 
institution will create new varieties of apples to respond to water stress or to be resistant to 
drought.  

Periods of drought have had negative effects on crops of small producers in the Damboviţa 
country, fruits were much lower than the standards, the prices were lower, resulting in lower 
revenues.  

Climate change affects many sectors. Agriculture is one of the most exposed because of 
its dependence on weather conditions. Climate variability from year to year is one of the main 
causes of variable crop yields. Also, climate change can have a negative effect on consumers 
through a strong impact on food prices and price stability, which is one of the reasons for the 
recent increase in vegetables prices, caused partly by weather conditions.  

In future, extreme weather events like storms, long rains, drought, floods etc. will be more 
frequent, having negative effects on agricultural yields. Small farmers will be particularly affected 
because their ability to adapt is smaller. Therefore, agriculture should make further efforts to reduce 
losses like: water efficiency, irrigation plans, creating new resistant to water stress varieties, 
agricultural calendar adjustment to new patterns of temperature.  

Climate change has already begun to transform our lives on earth. Extreme weather 
events are increasing worldwide and in our country, as well. Worldwide seasons change, global 
temperature increases, sea level rises, causing huge loss of human life and economic losses, too. If 
we don't act now, climate change will cause permanent damage to the landscape and water we 
depend for our survival. 
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