
Eco article:                                                          The smell of tar in clouds of dust 
  

            
In the early seventies of the last century an asphalt plant was first built in Župa Niksička. However, 
the locals from Župa quickly expelled the large polluter from their area. During 1976 the plant was 
moved to the suburb Kličevo. For full three decades, the residents of that local community tried to 
relocate the asphalt plant from their community. Then the Ministry of Environment obtained data 
that the plant was working without a building and use permit. When afterwards measurements of 
water and air pollution were carried out, it was found that all parameters exceeded the permitted 
limits. Then it was ordered to move the base from Kličevo. The village of Kuside was selected for 
the new location.   
 

     
 
The asphalt plant was listed under the name “service centre”, and therefore it was decided that the 
parliament could not deal with the issue until it was clearly and precisely specified what the plant 
exactly was. On that occasion, a member of the local parliament, Mr. Vukotić said: “We are looking 
for strong guarantees, because now such is the name, and when they establish the plant it will most 
likely be “Disneyland” with the smell of tar and in dust clouds." Vukotic added that somebody 
made a huge effort to choose the worst location for setting up the asphalt plant, which would induce 
Nikšić the largest wound.  
 
We asked the residents living in Kličevo for their opinion concerning the pollution of their area. 
They said: “It should urgently be relocated”, “Since it was rebuilt, it has been functioning better, but 
has been polluting more and not only our region but the entire city and its surroundings”, “It should 
be moved to a location where the waters and environment are already polluted, and not where there 
are over 10,000 residents, even if it should be moved to Puste Aluge”.   
 

     



The solution is not in only moving the asphalt plant form Kličevo to Kuside. The locals of that 
village and an NGO for environmental protection, as well as relevant research (geological, 
hydrological ...) stated that even a greater problem might occur. Namely, the village lies on the 
underground river Kusinja that connects Krupačko Lake and Slano Lake, and that river is the 
hydrological backbone of the system of Nikšić waters. The village locals (probably) will not allow a 
polluter in their neighbourhood that will jeopardize both their health and the health of their children, 
as well as disruption and devastation of the for centuries intact environment that surrounds them.  
 
The locals from Kličevo have struggled for years to relocate this polluter, they alarmed the 
competent institutions, warning about the health danger, and have brought to question the results of 
air pollution, which were carried out by a team from the Centre for Ecotoxicological Research of 
Montenegro, but there was no use.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many residents of Nikšić will say that the city has no benefit from this asphalt plant, or very little, 
because many of the Nikšić streets, especially in the suburban areas, have for years been looking 
more as arable land, than as asphalt roads.  
 
Where will the local government find a location for this environmental pollutant remains to be seen.   
One thing is certain - the asphalt plant will not be a welcome guest anywhere.  

                            
Biljana Vujovi ć 1st, Tanja Roganović 1st, Nikolina Giljen 1st grade, 
Aleksandra Veličković 3rd, Miloš Meñedović 3rd, Radoš Milatović 3rd, Božica Vujović 4th, 
 
Mentor: Olivera Lu čić  
Economic and Hospitality Secondary School, Nikšić, Montenegro 
 
 
 
 
 

An example of an honest attitude towards environment 
 
The asphalt plants, displayed in the photos, are located in uninhabited places, and none of them are closer less than 6 
kilometres to the first houses.  
Thus the chances for environmental pollution have been reduced, and the smooth operation of activities for which 
they are anticipated has been enabled.   
The question for all of us is whether there is a location in our municipality where space can be provided for this 
polluter in order to continue with its operations, providing that that space is not close to the houses where the 
ordinary world lives?  
 

     
 


